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PO'N Pamiamg the Returns, made to 
in Convention, reſpecting the laſt Plan E. 
Government, ſent out for your conſideration; we 
are happy to find that every article, except thoſe 
which relate to the Executive Department, is ac- 
cepted by the people. 27 * although there is a 
eonſiderable majority for ng x. executive 
wer ſeperate from the Jes fn B yet there is 
ch a diyerſity. of ſentiment concerning the man- 
ner, and hands, in which the ſame ſhould” be 
depoſited, that the Convention have thought pro- 
per to offer the following alternative for your 
conſideration, viz. _ 
Tur, inſtead of a Gosen as pr ofed in 
the aforeſaid plan, there ſhall. be a Preſident of 
the State, choſen by the people at large, in the 
fame manner, and with the Tame qualifications 
as were therein required for a Governor ; that, 
in lieu of the negative therein given to the GG. 
vernor, the Preſident of the State ſhall preſide in 
the Senate; ſhall have a vote equal with any 
other member ' and e een vote 


in caſT'ot a tie, Tuar 
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Tur annually, upon the firſt meeting of the 
Aſſembly, two members of the Senate, and three 
from the Houſe of Repreſentatives, ſhall be cho- 
ſen by joint ballot of both Houſes, as an adviſary 
Council to the Preſident, for one year; who, with 
the Preſident, ſhall nominate and appoint all effi- 
Cors, ęivil and military, within the State, whoſe 
nomipation and appointment were, by the afore- 
faid plan, intruſted to the Governor and Council; 
and, upon ſuch appointment, the Preſident ſhall 
commiſſion them accordingly ; Provided always, 
That no appointment (hall take place unleſs three 
of the Council agree thereto ; and not leſs than 
three of the Council, with the Preſident, ſhall 
make a quorum for tranſacting other buſineſs in 
the executive department. | | 
Tur Members of the Council, ſhalt not inter- 
meddle with making, or trying impeachments ; 
but _ ſhall themſelves be impeachable, by the 
Houſe, and ttiable, by the Senate for mal- conduct. 
Tits Prgflent ſhall be Captain-Genersl and 
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy; 
and (Hall have and exerciſe all the powers, in- 
tended” by the aforeſaid plan, to be veſted in the 
Governor as ſuch, 1 
Taz Prefident, with advice of Council, ſhall 
have and exerciſe the ſame powers, as were 
therein given to the Governor and Council; 
except as is herein before excepted. to 
THrarT the paragraph, in ſaid Conſtitution, reſ- 
p ecting theGovernor's ſalary, be expunged; and that 
the Preſident and Council be compen ſated for their 
fer vices, from time to time, by ſuch grants as the 
General Court ſhall think reaſonable, Tnar 


14 

4. Trar, in caſe of the death or removal of the 
"Preſident, the ſeniorSenator (hall, have and exergiſe 
4* "all the powers herein jven to the Preſident, until 
another Preſident ſhall be choſen and Tarn into 
office. And in caſe of the death or. removal of 
either of the Council, the Senate and Houſe ſhall 
proceed to fill up ſuch vacancy by a new, choice. 
TRE Convention were not induced to offer the 
foregoing alternative, from a conviction that the 
Alteration, -propoled, is more. conſonagt to the prin- 
Ciples of a free. government, morę conformed to 
the bill of rights, or better calculated to ſecure 
"the liberty of the ſubject. The ſentiments of the 
; Conventiop on this point, are not only clearly ex- 
prefied in the thirty-ſeyepth article of the bill of 
ine but the reaſons therefor have been re- 
. _peatedly ſl explicitly, ſtated 1 in their addreſſes to 
the people. Every perſon acquainted with the 
"nature o government, and with the deſigns and 
055 of the legillative, judicial and executive 
owers, muſt, be deeply convinced that in every 
ee conſtitution, theſe muſt be ſo diſtributed and 
5 5 as to prove mutual checks on the undue 
influence of either; to effect which peceflary and 
important end, they muſt be veſted i in different 
perſons; like three equal powers: in mechanics, 
drawing i in different directions, they muſt, in ſuch 
"a fituatiph, control and be contrgjed by each other; 
and conſequently, While their force contiflues 
equal and oppoſite to each other, muſt confine the 
Whole to one common centre. But ſhould you 
give any two of the three a ſpecial. relation, they 
7 I ee, ne me lame; 11 and 


1 L | en 
1 4 1 T * "22k 44 * 158111 Ry ff 1 a+» wt 18 


„ —  » A et Af = 4 ce LL 


that the leaſt \ 29364 may be detec 
iſhed. [The will of the legiſlator. being the, 


deſpotically inglived, could odeſttoy or injure 
liberties, of the people; while the powers of le- 


r . 


*thea the reſiſtance of the third will become infuſe © 


ficient to counteract their united efforts: So the na- 
ture and end of the three before- mentioned powers hy 


of government, being eflentially different, and op- 


poſed to each other, in their opetation and effects, 


muſt be placed and kept 1 in d fferept hands, in 


order that each may exert it's proper influence, 


and prevent incroachments. 
LEGISLAT10N, being the ſupreme power in 


any government, the objects of it muſt be various 


and numerous, and its limits lo extenſive, as ta 
render it almoſt impracticable to aſcertain them; 


while thoſe of the judicial and executive depart · 


ments are ſo accurately defined, in ev 102 free State, 
2nd pay 


the ſubject, and the law of the land the li bf 

conduct for the Executive Magiſtrate, it is ſcarc e 

poſſible to ſuppoſe that this Magiſtrate, l | 
t 


ilation, and the command of the wealth of every 
individual in the State, are lodged in other hands, 


But if both theſe powers were depoſited in. the 


fame hands, they might overturn the whole po- 


litical fabric, without the poſſibility of meeting an 


oppoſition. from the people, ſufficient to prevent 
their deſigns from being carried into effect. 
Tux Prefident, propoſed in the above alterng- 
tive, is to have no check upon the Legiſlatute 3 is 
rendered totally dependent on that body for his 
ſupport; and-is to have no excluſive right i in the 


e en 3 l 


As more than a third part of the votes, returned 
wete againſt a Privy Council being elected as pro 
poled in the laſt plan; we, conceiving tha 
it might be more agreeable to the ſentiments of 
| the people to have a Council choſen out of the Le- 
|  _piſlature, have propoſed that method. This is done 
with a view of removing ſome objections, made by 

the people, againſt the expence of a Privy Council 

and the powers of the Chief Execut. ve Magiſtrate, 

* Tus reaſon for taking the Council from both 
branches of the Legiſlature, and not from the Se- 
nate alone, was to give to each upon a miniature 

2 ſcale, a hand in the appointment of officers, and ta 
„prevent che miſchiefs which might epſue, were 
; _the Council compoſed of the whole, or a greater 
ef the genate: far ip ſuch caſe the Council 
d not be tried for mal-condu@ upon impeach- 

ment, the Senate being ſolely inveſted with i that 

_ @Fthonty : the natyral and obvious conſeguences 
Ff ſuch a meaſure Would be to "lice the ider 
* *Execcutive Officers beyond the reach of impeach« 
ments; and it is not unnatural to ſuppoſe,that,up- 
on the removal of this check, they might venture 
d purſye meaſures which when reſponſible for. 
* their conduct, they would not dare to attempt. 
Beſides the reaſons before aſſigned, it may eafily be 
| diſcovered, that a Senate, with ſuch additional pow- 
> © — ers, Would ſoon acquire undue influence over the 
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Is avoid theſe evils, and to comply with the 


wholly abſorb, or render it of little importance in 
the political ſcale, n 

. - FCntiments expreſſed in the returns from a great 
"IA | number 
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| "other branch of the Legiſlature; and in time either 
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number of towns, we wel led to adopt the befors 
mentioned mode; but at the fame time were not 
injenſible, that ſuch arrangement is liable to many 
objections: That, in this way, the powers of 
Government mult be blended, and their indepen © 
deticy on each other in ſome degree deſtroyed : 
but as our former ſentiments in this reſpect have 
not been adopted by the people, we are now under _ 
the neceſſity of propoſing the only remaining plan, 
which (as men of integrity, intruſted by you with 
this important charge, and as men equally intereſt- 
ed with yourſelves in the event) we can with fin- 
cerity recommend. 1 N 4 
Tue Convention have determined that, at their 

meeting on the adjournment (which will*be onthe, 
fourth Tuelda) of October next)they will lod 
Executive power, in the manner preſcribed in 1 
alternative, provided a majority of =, ſhould th 
appear in favour theregf : but in caſe a majori | , 
Alalc deer in favour of the mode drepoſed in M 

laſt plan, ot any other, which you yourſelves may de- 
viſe, that mode will be adopted by the Convention, 
and the Conſtitutioneſtabliſhed accordingly; and ii 
caſe this alternative,or any new mode, ſhould be a- 
greed upon, the Conſtitution will be altered ſo far, 
and no farther, than is neceſſary to make the whole ! 
plan uniform, and conſiſtent with the neceſſary al- 
terations. The Conventien have further deter- 
mined, that, in caſe a permanent formof Govern- 
ment ſhould then be adopted, the preſent Couſti - 
tution ſhall remain in full force, until the officers, * 
undef the new form ſhall be inveſted with their 

teſpectiye truſts ; and that, in the mean time, the 
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; £7 Wh of Aſfembly under the preſent Cog 
„ merit, Mall make all "fe neceſlaty arrangements 
* tor introducioghe new Conſtitation at the uns, | 

* and in the manner, therein preſcribed. 

Tur general agreement of the 5 ple reſpeRt- | 
| ing other __u of the plan ; the opportunity 

: PEAC E aftords f or Cool 15 diſpaſſionate conſide- 
ration ;*the e which muſt feſult from a 
regular ard permanent form of Government, 
anim ite the Convention to petſevete and give the 

"moſt flattering proſpect of finding, at the adjourn- 

ment, a majority of votes, at leaſt, in favor of one 

og other ot the pang! now propoſed ; and.of their 
having the ſatisfa n ot being inſtrumental in 
(hing a politle; a Conſtitution, which will 
diffuſe, and tranſmit THE RLESSINGS . 
REEDOM TO. GENERATION S YET. 
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